
 
 

ENCLOSURE 1 

 
SPECIAL NOTICE REGARDING 

REMEDIAL INVESTIGATION AND FEASIBILITY STUDY 

WILCOX OIL SUPERFUND SITE 

BRISTOW, CREEK COUNTY, OKLAHOMA 
 

This Special Notice is from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). This notice says you may 
be liable for the costs of the cleanup of hazardous substances released into the environment at the 
Wilcox Oil Superfund Site (Site) which is located in Bristow, Creek County, Oklahoma.  
 
This notice provides you with information in four categories: 
 

1. First, this notice tells you that you may be liable for the cleanup of hazardous substances, 
including organic compounds (poly aromatic hydrocarbons) and metals identified as 
Contaminates of Potential Concern at the Wilcox Oil Superfund Site. Specific compounds 
include, 2-Methylnaphthalene, Benzo (ghi) perylene, Benzo (a) anthacene, Benzo (a) pyrene, 
Chrysene, Pyrene, arsenic, barium, chromium, copper, lead, nickel, thallium, and zinc. This 
notice is issued under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act, which is abbreviated as "CERCLA."  CERCLA is also known as Superfund. 

 
2. Second, this notice asks you to pay certain costs and/or to finance or perform a Remedial 
Investigation and Feasibility Study (RI/FS) regarding the hazardous substance contamination on 
the Site under a settlement agreement with the EPA. The purpose of the Remedial Investigation 
is to determine the nature and extent of contamination and any threat to the public health, 
welfare, or the environment caused by the release or threatened release of hazardous substances, 
pollutants or contaminants at or from the Site. The purpose of the Feasibility Study is to 
determine and evaluate alternatives for remedial action to prevent, mitigate or otherwise respond 
to or remedy any release or threatened release of hazardous substances, pollutants, or 
contaminants at or from the Site.    

 
3. Third, this notice requests that you respond within 14 days from your receipt of this 
notice on whether you wish to be added to the on-going negotiations to enter into a settlement to 
conduct or finance the RI/FS. 
 

4. Fourth, this notice explains that the EPA will consider any party’s ability to pay in 
determining an appropriate settlement amount and/or performance of the RI/FS. 

 
 
 
 

  



 

BACKGROUND 

 

The Site consists of the former Lorraine/Wilcox Refinery located in Bristow, Creek County, Oklahoma. The 
property was utilized by two different refineries with overlapping boundaries from 1915 to 1965. The Site 
includes remnants of former oil refining operations and tank farms. The Site has three major former 
operational areas and product storage areas. An active railroad divides the two former processing areas and 
product storage areas. Most of the refinery structures and tanks have been removed or are in ruins. The tank 
farm covers approximately 80 acres and has a number of refinery waste source areas of concern, including, a 
backfilled oily waste pond, a breached settling pond, a backfilled oily waste pit, a former pond apparently 
backfilled with solid refinery waste, and a number of tank bottoms. Groundwater containing oily waste liquid 
of a hydrocarbon nature is currently leaching into drainage ditches and surface waters at the Site. The results 
of samples collected observed releases to shallow ground water, surface water, sediment and subsurface 
soils. The results indicated high concentration of petroleum hydrocarbons, lead, and poly aromatic 
hydrocarbons in oily waste at numerous locations on Site. There are high concentrations of lead throughout 
the Site. There are multiple areas of stressed vegetation, barren areas, and visible black tarry waste of a 
hydrocarbon nature throughout the 125 acre Site.  
 
I. NOTICE THAT YOU MAY BE LIABLE 

 
CERCLA says that four types of persons (entities) are liable for cleaning up (or paying the EPA to clean 
up) hazardous substances that have been released. The four types of liable persons are: 
 
1. Persons who now own the place where the hazardous substance was released; 
 
2. Persons who once owned or operated the place where the hazardous substance was released 
during the time when the hazardous substance was disposed of; 
 
3. Persons who arranged for disposal or treatment of hazardous substances at the place where the 
hazardous substance was released; or  
 
4. Persons who selected the place where the hazardous substance was released as a disposal site and 
transported the hazardous substances to that place.  
 
The EPA's term for these persons is Potentially Responsible Parties or PRPs. 
 
You may want to read the section of the CERCLA law, which tells which persons are liable for the cost 
of cleaning up hazardous substances. CERCLA can be found in Title 42 of the United States Code 
(U.S.C.) in Sections 9601 through 9675. The part of CERCLA which tells about these responsible parties 
can be found at Section 9607. Definitions of terms used in CERCLA can be found in Section 9601. 
Section 9607 is sometimes called Section 107, the section number which it has in the act of Congress. 
 
Records which we have on hand indicate that you generated or transported hazardous substances to the 
Wilcox Oil Superfund Site. Accordingly, you may be a potentially responsible party (PRP) under the 
Superfund law. The EPA invites you to take stock of the evidence and to enter into the enclosed AOC for 
RI/FS on the Site in order to settle your liability with the EPA with respect to this matter. 
 

  



II NEGOTIATION PERIOD AND MORATORIUM REGARDING CERTAIN ACTIVITY 

AT THE SITE 

 
The EPA has determined that use of the special notice procedures specified in CERCLA Section 122(e), 
42 U.S.C. § 9622(e), may facilitate a settlement between the EPA and the PRPs the EPA has thus far 
identified. Therefore, pursuant to CERCLA Section 122(e)(2)(C), 42 U.S.C. § 9622(e)(2)(C), this notice 
offers you the opportunity to negotiate a settlement, to conduct an RI/FS at the Site. The settlement will 
provide for you and other PRPs to: (1) conduct or finance the RI/FS activities required for the Site, and 
(2) reimburse the EPA for costs to be incurred in overseeing the PRPs’ performance of the RI/FS.  
 
If settlement is reached between the EPA and the PRPs, the settlement will be embodied in an AOC to be 
issued by the Superfund Division Director, EPA Region 6. 
 
A draft AOC, written specifically for the Site, and a draft Statement of Work (SOW) for the RI/FS 
activities are enclosed (Enclosure 2 and 3, respectively). An electronic version of the draft AOC and 
SOW may be obtained from EPA Assistant Regional Counsel Mr. Marvin Benton at (214) 665-3190. 
 
III PLEASE RESPOND WITHIN 14 DAYS OF YOUR RECEIPT OF THIS LETTER 

 
Please use the enclosed draft AOC and draft SOW to assist you in determining whether you wish to 
negotiate a settlement to conduct the RI/FS and for reimbursing the EPA for future oversight costs. 
Please provide in writing a statement that you are willing to negotiate the performance and/or financing 
of the RI/FS in a manner consistent with the EPA’s draft SOW and draft AOC and that you are also 
willing to negotiate the means to reimburse the EPA for response costs to be incurred in overseeing the 
PRPs performance of the RI/FS. 
 
If the EPA determines that you have not submitted a statement within the 14-day period, the EPA may, 
thereafter, terminate its offer inviting you to the negotiation moratorium period pursuant to Subsection 
122(e)(4) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9622(e)(4), and commence such response activities or enforcement 
actions as may be appropriate.  
 
Please mail, fax or email your statement to Mr. Marvin Benton at the following address: 
 
Marvin Benton 
Assistant Regional Counsel (6RC-S)   
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 
(214) 665-3190 
FAX (214) 665-6460 
E-mail: benton.marving@epa.gov 
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